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leader of the “motorcade state”, a state that gained
Independence from the former USSR in 1992, and since
that time has carried out a violent crackdown against
dissent, and particularly against civil society in general.
She was a figurehead of the xenophobic campaign
against the “illegals” and migrants in 2009. It is also
worth remembering the very tense situation in
Ukrainian-Russian relations in the prelude to the Maidan
demonstrations, and the violent clashes in Odessa and
Mariupol that escalated on Maidan. In my view, we need
to refrain from pointing out that a great part of the
Ukrainian crisis is of Russian origin. We need to
remember that this analysis has been applied not just
to Crimea and the Donbas, but to the entire Ukrainian
state. The Kremlin-backed forces openly stated that
they used the 2014 Ukrainian revolution and the 2014
Euromaidan revolution as pretexts for Russian
occupation and invasion. After all, during the Maidan
itself, the Russian media clearly stated that Russia
would not react to a European crisis, as long as the
European Union would not go against it on the Russian
annexation of Crimea. Why? One thing is clear: for the
Russian regime, the West is weaker, and even if the
West should decide to oppose the Russian invasion, the
crisis in Ukraine and the new Ukrainian regime would
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likely be too costly for it. Ukraine’s new Maidan. Source:
UNIAN Ukraine’s new Maidan. Source: UNIAN In fact, the
vision that Yanukovich had for his so-called strong and
stable Ukraine was a vision of a stabilised Ukraine in a
federated Europe. But that was nothing but a waste of
time. On closer examination, the Ukrainian crisis has
shown that the Ukrainian crisis is not just a crisis of
Ukraine, but of the entire region, and the Ukrainian
Issue is just the tip of the iceberg. The fact that the new
Ukrainian regime wants to align with the West only
confirms that, and the fact that the Kremlin
orchestrated the Euromaidan protests shows that
Ukraine was just one
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