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eddie vedder: but i think the hardest part for me was growing up without a father. you know, i really didnt see a lot of that. i mean, when i was little, i remember, you know, my dad was in jail, and, you know, he was in there
for a little bit. and, you know, he was there for a few months and then when he got out, he was on the road a lot. eddie vedder: and i remember i was very mad at him for a long time. you know, i think there are a lot of kids

that would have been like, you know, my dad, and you know, he should be the one in charge. you know, he should be the one that is making the decisions. you know, that wasnt like, he was supposed to go off and become a
nomad, he was supposed to come back and be a stay at home dad. eddie vedder: and you know, i remember at the time i was really very angry and i was really confused and really lost. and it wasnt until i was about 15 or

16 when i started to actually kind of figure out how the world worked and why it was so complicated. and i mean, thats where my parents divorce is a big part of it, that i was so young and i didnt really understand what was
happening. like, you know, kids arent stupid. theyre not gonna sit there and not say anything, you know, theyre gonna talk to their parents. theyre gonna talk to their parents, you know, if they have questions. but theyre not

gonna shut up and sit there and not say anything. eddie vedder: i think that was one of my biggest accomplishments, to be a leader. like the president of a country, but i was a rock and roll leader and that doesnt mean to
say that i was a good president or anything, i dont know.
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eddie vedder: if you look at the history of the world, its
clear to see that a lot of the problems we had have

come from what was going on in the time of the
presidents. you know, when you have a leader its up to
the people to follow him and if you do its up to you to
make decisions. eddie vedder: theres a lot of negative
things that happened in the world, but we still have to
try and move on, you know. and i think thats a huge

part of my music, is my way of trying to move on from
things. not just move on, but move on in a positive
direction, you know. a lot of the music that i play

moves on in a positive direction, and thats the way i
feel about it. the way i live my life in general is positive,
and thats the way i hope my music will be and i hope i

try to write about things that are positive. eddie
vedder: and i dont know, i just think thats what i

believe in, you know. and when i write songs, and ive
been doing it for, you know, this is my 20th year of

playing with the band, and when i write songs, i try to
think that im writing about something that could be
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positive, you know. not just something that could be,
thats good, you know, or something thats even better,
you know. something thats actually very, very positive

and something that i believe in. eddie vedder: and
thats where it starts, you know, when you start writing
about something, it kind of happens and it cant help

but happen. you know, you start writing about
something and you start thinking about it, and thats
when the characters and the story starts to happen,

you know. eddie vedder: and that comes from you, you
know, and, you know, you can be writing about

something that is negative or positive or indifferent,
but if you start thinking about it and talking about it, its
probably negative or positive or indifferent. 5ec8ef588b
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